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Next Week's Complete Novel in The Evening World
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him tongue ot Hard Luck and tell it to
B0 A8 far as it liked He wis mise
taken ngain, for thers (s nothing Ao
bad that It eannot he wourae,

The final jast of fata was the sud-
doen und completa collapss of the
Bterling Mines ¢Company and with It
Forbea's §.20.000, which, according to
tha amiatle secretary-treasurer, had
heen um “safe aw an old women's
home”  The plausibls, sincers and
wholly [lkable Mr. Cireen had quietly
folded him tent and stolen away in
the night, and when Forbes, follow-
Ing the expase in the press, hurried
rumlu airicken to the ortate ofMoss In
ower Hroadway, 1t was ‘o fAnd the
puont offica Inspactors In chargs and &
Host of clamoring fellow viotims. They
Fay thers s ona born every ming
und though by far the majority
tha Hrarling Company's invemors
were from out of town enough met-
ropolitan ones  remained to Kk
Forbwa trom feeling lonely, From
he could gather the mining ocompany
had beean little better than s rank
swindia and Mr CGreen had left his
Innocent and unsuspecting amployees
tn pay the plpsr,

Coming up Broadway that evening
fram the defunct mining company’s
oMcas, Forbes suddenly came fiace to
face, aye to sys with Dorothy Mars-
land and her aunt. They out him
dead, looking through ths top of his
bat ns It he were the most absolute
Biranger.

Thin wan the lnst atraw. Derothy's
memory had not hean siay 10 effacs
nnd now at alght of her all hia old
pamsion awoke;, what did It signity
that reason told him she was un-
worthy whon his heart clamored for
her? Lows ls no! A matter of peason.

That  night  Forbes delibarataly
thraw all his good resoludions Into
the gutter, tippiad until muinight In
W nelghboring cafa, and took home a
quart of hls favoerite beverage. Hae
was tired trying to ba gond. What
wis tha use? Nobody carsd, and,
nnywny, the result wan tha sama, [t
was il very wall to presch of manly
cotiriage, the neverssiy-die apirit, and
plmilar inspiring piatitudes, but they
wora ahsolutaly no goodd for practieal
flis atich as wm broken heaart and smpty
pocket; s had teted them to the bit-
ter ool Like his mother, he was face
to face with unoompromising facts,
not theory. And they had ‘beaten
Him;: he had sense enough to under.
stand when the odds ware hopsleas
Better enjoy himself while he cnuld,
for tha time wou'ld scan come when
he would not ba able to afford a
bottle of this comforter. There was
exactly threes thousand dollars be-
tween hlm amnd the poarhouse; thraas
thousand that belonged rightly to the
Bacond Natlonal Bank of Chicago,

It wna !ata afternoon of the follow.
ing day when Forbas awoke: tha bot-
tie of Seoteh atood empty on the dank,
and the room was In disarder: at
same perfod after midnight he had
fullen aut of his chalr and aln aver
sinca gurawled on the floer &0 »
dranken stupor, a procesding not cals
ctlated to Improve the negleoted cold
that had been hanging on him for the
past two wasks

The wintry twillight found him cow.
pring tn the library, in the yp of &
high fever and with his nerves shot
ta ploces; he wam bhalf polsoned, and
all the inevitabla resulta attendant
upon ale holle excess angulfed him,
Ieviluion, self-loathing, werp upon
e e Lind penched tha depths, the
towent mantnl and gpiritual laval, and
tha futurs aross before him  black,
terrifying and horrible, Memory of
the preccding night's degradl Aan.
hauch was inmipportable; he Inin
all night on the flonr like the most
confiemed  and  shameless Arunken
a0t he had fAnlshed a aof
whiskey nat one wsitting, he whoss
twanty.first birthday was dut two
wreks past, The sweat broke out om
him, and he cowered furthar back in
the cehnlr.

Latiarly ha had heen {hinki
greatly of his father's traxio and, an
now am ho msat there alone in the
twiltght, the {den appealed to him
with eurions fassination and. foree.
Some pameless Impulss appeared to
e working within him, an smpulse
lie folt that. soanar or later, ha must
ohiy,  After all, why not?* What did
Iee hinld that Yis ahon!d wish @0 live?
His father hnd known when to die,
An utter loneliness, a polenant long-
Ing 'n mee hin mother possessed him,
and he hegan to sob, weakly and
spnsmodically, ks a sick child.

This possed, and after Anothep
hour's hronding voung Forbes arose,
quite ealim and almost happy .
ppite the singing in his  oare, the
throhbiae of his tempies, Nin puilvted

hands, snd Blurred viston I meb
nhout hia preparations with a eortinin
method ot precision. First he

wtreled Wik phntiercd nerves to hald
and contral a pen, and with 'nfinite
lnboe wrote the lange.deformd lolter
to tha cnes bank: he inclossd &
eheck for three thousand —hin total
asseti—and stated thiut hg was sorry
" wis the naat he conld do fownrd
the settlement of his fathor's thet

Next g short note to Mossrs. Part-
ridden & Btons, gpalowizing for tho in.
conveniences attaching to his actlon.
For sulelde dona not halp the reputas
tlon of a house. The hirsd and Jast
lettar was to Mr. Graves, und e smilbsd
wearlly as he thought that, of all his
numaroun  “friends” this nelghbor,
whom he had known for so brief a
time, was the only person to whom he
folt Hke making the few simpis re-
quests concerning buriadl.  These let-
tets he soalvd, addressed and left on
the desk

Héing the amallest room, the library
wiis the Iogiial place for writing fols,
and he pulled out the sofa, placed It

under the tnrge contrad chandelier, and
19 the e attuctied the tuting from
the sl kitehon gas stove, He had

corpletid] Lie prepications when the
tront doar il rane
IForian patd v heed untll {te suzp-
thans deimtded his attention: thes he
repliaed nls elnhorate plans might be
balled tnadvertently at the last mo-
fent (F this visitor wera not attended
to and sent about his business
vl taiit i opwned the front dear
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